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Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals 
for Young Australians (December, 2008) 
 
• Goal 1: Australian schooling promotes equity 
and excellence 
• Goal 2: All young Australians become: 
  - Successful learners 
  - Confident and creative individuals 
  - Active and informed citizens 
 
‘The most important driver for the National Curriculum 
should be about equity and social justice and improved 
learning outcomes for our most disadvantaged and 
isolated students’ (Ewing, 2010, p. 127) 
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How? Commitment to action: 
 
Promoting world class curriculum and 
assessment; and 
 
Improving educational outcomes for the 
disadvantaged young Australians, 
especially from lower socio-economic 
backgrounds 
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Swimming & Water Safety – Bachelor of 
Primary Education    (What?) 
• EDF2616 Experiencing Aquatic 
Environments     (elective – HPE major stream) 
 
• Education Students (future teachers) 
implement swimming & water safety 
lessons in local Primary Schools 
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Why?  - University student benefits 
• Victorian Institute of Teaching (VIT) teacher 
registration requirement PE graduates - current 
teacher of swimming and water safety 
qualification (VIT, 2008) 
• EDF2616 unit requirement 
• Cut costs and time ($350 to $100)  
• Pathway created qualifications (lectures and 
practical tutorials) 
– Swim Australia Teacher (SAT) ASCTA ($100) 
– Bronze Medallion (RLSSA) ($15.70) 
– Resuscitation (RLSSA) -Pathway within a pathway ($7.50) 
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Why Swim Australia Teacher (SAT) 
ASCTA? – choosing a provider (RTO) 
 
Registered Training Organisation 
(RTO) 
 
Austswim 
 
ASCTA (Australian Swimming 
Coaches and Teachers 
Association) 
Course Austswim Teacher of Swimming 
and water safety 
Swim Australia Teacher (SAT) 
Minimal cost required by 
provider 
$215 $100 
Cost for university students $215 $100 
Amount of time valid 3 years 4 years 
National recognition RTO 104975 RTO20948 
International recognition _ International Federation of Swim 
Teachers Association (IFTSTA) 
Units of competency SRC AQU 003B 
SRC AQU 008B 
SRC AQU 009B 
SRC AQU 0010B 
SRC AQU 0011B 
SRC AQU 013B 
SRC CRO 007B 
SRC AQU 003B 
SRC AQU 008B 
SRC AQU 009B 
SRC AQU 0010B 
SRC AQU 0011B 
SRC AQU 013B 
SRC CRO 007B 
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Advantages 
• Children enjoyed (smiles and 
excitement), parents came to watch 
• Children grew in confidence and ability 
• Students placed theory into practise 
• Relationships built 
 
“My kids had a ball with the swimming. They were 
disappointed that it was only for the extra two 
weeks (one week was a holiday for this school). 
Like I said to you then, any time you need 
children feel free to approach us. We are very 
willing to assist.”  
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Seed has been planted 
• Learning process 
• Reflect and develop 
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